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This section gives debtors protection from a cut-off
of service by a utility because of the filing of a bank-
ruptcy case. This section is intended to cover utilities
that have some special position with respect to the
debtor, such as an electric company, gas supplier, or
telephone company that is a monopoly in the area so
that the debtor cannot easily obtain comparable serv-
ice from another utility. The utility may not alter,
refuse, or discontinue service because of the non-
payment of a bill that would be discharged in the bank-
ruptcy case. Subsection (b) protects the utility com-
pany by requiring the trustee or the debtor to provide,
within ten days, adequate assurance of payment for
service provided after the date of the petition.

AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-353 inserted ‘‘of the com-
mencement of a case under this title or’’ after ‘‘basis’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-353 effective with respect
to cases filed 90 days after July 10, 1984, see section
552(a) of Pub. L. 98-353, set out as a note under section
101 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 106, 901 of this

title.

CHAPTER 5—CREDITORS, THE DEBTOR, AND
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558. Defenses of the estate.
559. Contractual right to liquidate a repurchase
agreement.
560. Contractual right to terminate a swap agree-
ment.
AMENDMENTS

1990—Pub. L. 101-311, title I, §106(b), June 25, 1990, 104
Stat. 268, added item 560.

1986—Pub. L. 99-554, title II, §283(q), Oct. 27, 1986, 100
Stat. 3118, amended items 557 to 559 generally, sub-
stituting ‘‘interests in, and abandonment or other dis-
position of grain assets’ for ‘‘in and disposition of
grain’’ in item 557.

1984—Pub. L. 98-353, title III, §§352(b), 396(b), 470(b),
July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 361, 366, 380, added items 557, 558,
and 559.

1982—Pub. L. 97-222, §6(b), July 27, 1982, 96 Stat. 237,
added items 555 and 556.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in section 103 of this title;
title 15 section T8fff.

SUBCHAPTER I-—CREDITORS AND CLAIMS
§501. Filing of proofs of claims or interests

(a) A creditor or an indenture trustee may file
a proof of claim. An equity security holder may
file a proof of interest.

(b) If a creditor does not timely file a proof of
such creditor’s claim, an entity that is liable to
such creditor with the debtor, or that has se-
cured such creditor, may file a proof of such
claim.

(c) If a creditor does not timely file a proof of
such creditor’s claim, the debtor or the trustee
may file a proof of such claim.

(d) A claim of a kind specified in section
502(e)(2), 502(f), 502(g), 502(h) or 502(i) of this title
may be filed under subsection (a), (b), or (c) of
this section the same as if such claim were a
claim against the debtor and had arisen before
the date of the filing of the petition.

(Pub. L. 95-598, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2578; Pub. L.
98-353, title III, §444, July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 373.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
LEGISLATIVE STATEMENTS

The House amendment adopts section 501(b) of the
Senate amendment leaving the Rules of Bankruptcy
Procedure free to determine where a proof of claim
must be filed.

Section 501(c) expands language contained in section
501(c) of the House bill and Senate amendment to per-
mit the debtor to file a proof of claim if a creditor does
not timely file a proof of the creditor’s claim in a case
under title 11.

The House amendment deletes section 501(e) of the
Senate amendment as a matter to be left to the rules
of bankruptcy procedure. It is anticipated that the
rules will enable governmental units, like other credi-
tors, to have a reasonable time to file proofs of claim
in bankruptcy cases.

For purposes of section 501, a proof of ‘‘interest’ in-
cludes the interest of a general or limited partner in a
partnership, the interest of a proprietor in a sole pro-
prietorship, or the interest of a common or preferred
stockholder in a corporation.
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This section governs the means by which creditors
and equity security holders present their claims or in-
terests to the court. Subsection (a) permits a creditor
to file a proof of claim or interest. An indenture trustee



